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Changes that we made to the current 
plans for development



 The Hospital Station provides critical access to 
hospital/medical facilities for employees and other visitors.

 Pedestrian/bicycle access between the  station and the 
Overlake/Group Health facilities across 116th Ave NE is 
essential – the corridor to the north of Whole Foods is the 
best place to create a vibrant pedestrian environment 
separated from NE 8th with its congestion and noise.

 The area to the east of the station, currently underutilized 
commercial property, provides an opportunity for TOD 
mixed use (commercial/office, housing including 
affordable).

General Overview



 Residential: Housing including affordable housing should 
be included in station-area development plan.

 Commercial: Existing commercial on 116h north of Whole 
Foods will increase in value, and can be built out with 
private investment.  Commercial between LR station and 
Barrier Motors is a prime TOD opportunity.

 Public: The long-term goal of a new park around Bellevue 
Lake and Sturtevant Creek is worth planning for.

 Bus stop access to the station for buses from the east is 
critical to benefit hospital workers.

Land Use 



 More sidewalks to the station – but the sidewalks on 
NE 8th are less of a priority than alternatives to the 
North.

 The street grid is designed for motor vehicle travel –
identifying primary bike-pedestrian connections on 
East-West and North-South streets and trails is a key 
to improving mobility without a futile attempt to 
reduce motor vehicle traffic through the area.

 Use trail development as a lever for crossing NE 8th.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Planning 



 Traffic and congestion in the area is very bad, which leads to 
increased greenhouse gas emissions. Increasing rail use and 
providing bus connections to the station will decrease these 
emissions.

 Current Systems: There are three bus stops relatively close 
to the Hospital Station, and two buses that utilize those 
stops. 

 Proposition: Change bus routes so as not to compete with 
rail.  Ensure RapidRide B Line connection to the Hospital 
Station.  If redevelopment and street extension on NE 6th

allow for a better RapidRide alignment, ensure that any 
revisions still provide good bus-light rail connections.

Street and Transit Planning 



Bellevue Bus map



 There needs to be East-West bus access from our new 
business and housing/affordable housing areas, and 
good pedestrian access.  North-South bus 
connections should address trip needs that are not 
suited to light rail.

 Improved walkability for bus riders is essential.

Street and Transit Planning



 Eastside Trail development is an opportunity that should 
be linked with Hospital Station planning.

 Sturtevant Creek is a potential focus for park facilities.

 Ideally, we would create a park surrounding Lake Bellevue; 
may be out of reach at the moment, but increased public 
access to the lake is desirable.

 The park space should focus on (1) environmental 
consciousness/education through its treatment of the 
creek and lake, (2) a lower-key experience appropriate for 
trailer users, hospital workers, and housing residents.

Urban Design and Place-Making 



 An ideal mix of affordable housing would be 30% 
affordable and 70% market rate – this would attract 
lower-paid hospital workers.

 TOD opportunity east of station should be an intense 
planning focus.  Mini-mall on 116th also has potential 
and is on the pedestrian corridor to 116th.

 South of NE 8th – any redevelopment should be 
coordinated with station planning, bus routes, and a 
way to cross NE 8th.

Affordable Housing



 The key to making this station work with our plans is 
to utilize the current surroundings. 

 We will create new commercial areas and housing 
nearby. Hospital workers can live close to the hospital 
and access those facilities, increasing walkability.

 We will use the current transit set up to complement 
rather than compete with the LR.

 We will improve the livability of the area by creating 
amenities like a park area around Lake Bellevue.

Conclusion


