MEDINA ELEMENTARY FAMILY NEWSLETTER
October 1, 2021

LA U R I E H A R V E Y, P RI N C I PA L
A S HL E Y KA R DO S, A SS IS TA N T P RI N C I P A L

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRINCIPALS

Hello Tiger Families,

IMPORTANT DATES
October 4 – Virtual Curriculum
Night

With the transition into Fall and October, we have settled well into our
school year. We feel a daily pulse of joy and social connection among and
with our students. This has been highly rewarding and enjoyable.
Please be sure to follow Medina guidelines for car rider traffic procedures per
Mrs. Kardos’ email on Tuesday, 9/27.

th
October 8 – NO SCHOOL, teacher Please note that Friday, Oct. 8 , is a NO SCHOOL Day, as staff across the
professional day – NO After School district will be in a full day of professional development. After school
activities and clubs will not take place on this day.
Clubs

October 11, 12, AND 13 – EARLY
RELEASE at 12:20pm for
parent/teacher conferences
October 14 – Virtual Parent Ed
Night – Mental Health Focus

Warmly,
Laurie and Ashley

Virtual Curriculum Night

Below is our link to our 10/4/21 Virtual Curriculum Night Opening
Presentation. Teacher presentations will follow through individual Teams
October 20 – Unity Day
calendar invites per teacher. Our opening Principal time will be a 25-minute
presentation that will provide an overview of your Teams time with your
October 21 – The Great Shake Out
child’s teacher(s), an introduction of our PTA Co-Presidents Maxine Lee and
Earthquake Drill
Maria Ortega, and an overview of our School Improvement Plans. We look
forward to ‘seeing’ you all on Monday, 10/4/21.
October 22 – Re-scheduled
Student Picture Day (class pictures
Monday, 10/4/21
in the spring if possible)
5:30-5:55 Principal Presentation VIRTUAL
6:00-6:25 / K-2 Classrooms VIRTUAL
12/6 – Picture Retakes
6:30-6:55 / 3-5 Classrooms VIRTUAL
5/5 – Proposed Classroom Picture

SCHOOL
INFORMATION
Phone:
(425) 456-5400
Website:
https://bsd405.org/medina/
Attendance:
medinaattendance@bsd405.org

Rainy Weather
Reminder

Transportation
Updates

Mental Health

Awareness Month

As our Fall weather sets in, please be sure to send your child to school
with weather-ready clothing – raincoat, hat/hood, rain boots.

WA DOH and the district has advised us to place elementary students in
assigned seats for bus routes. We will begin to implement this starting
Tuesday, October 5.

October is World Mental Health Awareness month. It was established in
1990 to educate and increase awareness about mental health. In
partnership with our PTA, Medina will be providing a Virtual Parent
Education night on October 14th , from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. During this event
we will discuss how student mental health and social emotional learning
are promoted through in-school SEL (social, emotional learning)
instruction, as well as how student well-being is foundational to our
students’ readiness for learning. Resources to support families at home
will also be provided.
A link will be posted on our website that week and the link posted in the
next Medina Principal Newsletter.

Parent-Teacher

Families, your teacher have or will be reaching out to schedule your
annual Parent-Teacher conferences.


Conferences -



to Know



Important pieces



Please let your teachers know if you prefer to conduct your
Parent-Teacher conferences virtually or in person.
October 11th – 13th have been set aside for conferences, with
students being dismissed at 12:20 each of these days. While these
days are set aside for conferences, teachers may choose to
conduct conferences at other times outside of these days and
times.
If conducting your conference in person, please check in at the
front office on our Lobby Guard computer system. This process
will ask you for verification of your Covid Immunization status.
We are asking all parents participation in in-person conferences to
be vaccinated.
After 3:00, when our office closes, teachers will come to meet you
at the front door to let you in and to check in with our Lobby
Guard.

Advanced
Learning
Testing

Any parent of a BSD student in grades 2-4 and 6-11 can apply for
their child participate in advanced learning testing. District families
interested in applying for testing must submit the application
before the deadline on October 29, 2021 at 4:30 p.m.
Parents of BSD kindergarten, first and fifth grade students do not
need to apply. All kindergarten, first and fifth grade students will be
considered for Advanced Learning Services. Please note that
all first and fifth grade students will be automatically screened first
before being invited to participate in CogAT.
For more information on all service models, please
visit our Advanced Learning: Services We Provide webpage.

Update on

Volunteers
New Zoning

Restrictions along
NE 8th

COVID-19 Testing in
Schools: FAQ

A warm thank you to our PTA for their support in identifying
volunteers to help in our library during non-student times. This
volunteer time will be focused on checking in returned books and
shelving books. We are still on hold for volunteers in classrooms.
Thank you for your continued show of support to offer additional
volunteer help in the schoolhouse.

New zoning restrictions are
effective as of today at Medina
Elementary School. Cars will
be restricted to a 10 minute
loading and unloading time
from Monday – Friday 7am 5pm.

In early October 2021, BSD will implement two types of testing for COVID19, diagnostic testing and screening testing in our schools. More
information about the testing process has been added to our website,
including how students and staff can participate, where testing will occur,
and other frequently asked questions. More information will be added to
the COVID-19 Testing in Bellevue School District webpage, and families will
be notified as we get closer to beginning this new process.

Useful Flow Chart for navigating a return to school after an illness (in link
below):

Guidance for When a
child is Too Sick for
School

Instruction During
Quarantine or
Isolation
City of Medina
Notification
PTA CORNER

Bellevue School District follows the Public Health —Seattle & King County
COVID-19 Return to Work/School Flow Chart to determine when students
and employees are able to attend school.
If your child has any ONE of the following symptoms, keep them home
from school. They can return to school when:


They have a negative COVID-19 test (or a letter from a healthcare
provider with an alternative diagnosis for their symptoms)
AND



They have been fever-free for 24 hours without using feverreducing medications
AND



They have not been a close contact of someone who tested
positive for COVID-19 (unless they are fully vaccinated)
AND



Their symptoms are improving

Visit our Responding to Cases and Suspected Cases webpage that outlines
the ways in which students may receive instruction, including: small
group/personalized virtual instruction, independent learning and practice,
concurrent, and/or recorded instruction, with appropriate supports as
necessary.

84th Ave NE, between NE 12th St and Overlake Dr, will be closed all next
week and the following week. This will have traffic impacts to both St
Thomas School and Medina Elementary.

Please see our PTA link for more details:
www.medinaPTA.org

Letter from our Medina Family Engagement Specialist:
Medina Tigers,
My name is Judy Hunsberger, I am the Family Engagement Specialists support staff for Medina
Elementary School. I am also the Lead District Support for other Family Engagement Specialists located

at many schools throughout BSD. My mission is to help ALL families in need of any assistance
pertaining to basic needs (food, housing, and health) information and referral. In addition, I also have
assisted families in immigration and other legal assistance, connecting our BSD families to legal
resources available. All resources are through federal, state, county, city, and social agencies that have
partnered with BSD for many years. Lastly, I am also here to assist families navigating our complex
school system.
All correspondence is confidential and will not be shared without written (email) permission from you. I
am available through phone and email, if needed will make appointments to meet with you in-person. It
is my honor to serve Medina Elementary community. Please don’t hesitate to call or email me. Happy
2021-2022 school year!
Medina Tigers
我叫Judy unsberger我是Medina小學的家庭參與專員。我也是本學區許多學校的其他家庭參與
專員的組長。 我的使命是傳達所有需要任何援助的家庭有關基本需要（食品，住房和健康）的
信息和轉介。此外，我還協助家庭提供移民和其他法律援助，連結我們的學區 家庭與現有法律資
源。所有資源都通過與 本學區 合作多年的聯邦、州、縣、市和社會機構獲得。 最後，我亦協助
家庭瀏覽我們複雜的學校系統。
所有信件都是保密的，未經您書面（電子郵件）許可，不得共用。恁可以通過電話和電子郵件聯
絡我，如果需要，可預約與您見面。我很榮幸能為Medina小學社區服務。請不要猶豫，打電話
或給我發電子郵件。2021-2022 學年快樂！

