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INTRODUCTION
This guidebook is intended to provide you
with information to support your student’s
success as we transition our Kindergarten,
1st, and 2nd graders back to buildings in
January.
We continue to work on plans for the
return of more students to buildings and
will provide information to families as
these plans develop.
Thank you for your flexibility and
persistence. Most of all, thank you for
being a part of the BSD community.
Additional detail can be found on the
district’s website.

PLANNING COMMITMENTS
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BACK TO
BUILDINGS FOR
K-2
STAGGERED START
At the end of January, we will begin
bringing our youngest learners back into
classrooms:
Thurs, January 21, 2021: 2nd grade
Mon, February 8 and Tue, February 9,
2021: 1st grade
Thu, February 11 and Fri, February 12,
2021: Kindergarten
Please see page 5 for schedule information.
WHY THIS RETURN SEQUENCE?
We are starting with 2nd graders to give
our educators the ability to master entry
and exit protocols and all in-building risk
mitigation procedures with students
who have experience in school buildings.
Most of our Kindergartners have never
been in buildings, and this sequencing will
allow for a smooth start for them.
Detail on all our building safety measures
can be found on pages 6 -9.
Thank you again for your extraordinary
patience, understanding, and flexibility as
we navigate this together!
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K-2 SCHEDULE
Our K-2 students will:
Begin their return on a half-day, A/B schedule.
Return to buildings for either a morning or afternoon session.
Engage in remote learning the other half of their day.
Class sizes will be kept to small groups of 15 or fewer students.
On Wednesdays, all students will receive remote instruction.
A/B groups will be assigned to ensure siblings are on the same schedule.
Art, music, PE, and library will be offered during remote learning time for each
group. Schools with computer science specialists (Ardmore, Lake Hills, Sherwood
Forest, Stevenson, and Wilburton) will also have computer science lessons during
remote learning time.
Principals will share specific details on your child's group assignment and start and
end times.
We are starting with half days to ensure staff has the opportunity to master all
safety protocols before reintroducing lunch and recess (where students will remove
face coverings). We understand this schedule may be a challenge, but our
intention is that it is short-lived and that we are able to move to full days as
quickly as possible.
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MITIGATING RISK
IN OUR BUILDINGS
Our top priority for hybrid is getting our health protocols right.
Bellevue has modeled its extensive preparations after Harvard
University’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health Risk Reduction
Strategies for Reopening Schools.
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MITIGATING RISK
IN OUR BUILDINGS
Teams of district and building leaders have worked with teachers
and parents to develop detailed plans for our return to buildings.

Arrival/dismissal: Families will receive
school-specific information about
arrival and dismissal procedures. Arrival
times for students who walk, take the
bus or arrive by car will be staggered to
minimize crowding. Parents/guardians
who drive students to school will have a
designated drop off/pick up area and
should remain in their cars. Designated
entry and exit points will be used to
ensure physical distancing.
Bus Transportation: Students will ride
one student per seat (siblings can sit
together) to every extent possible.
Buses will load from back to front and
unload from front to back to limit
crowding. Vents and windows will be
opened when possible. Face coverings
must be worn, and hand sanitizer will
be available as students board the bus.
Drivers will sanitize high touch areas
with approved wipes and foggers.

Classrooms: Desks will be set up to
facilitate 6-feet of physical distancing.
We will limit the use of shared
materials and redesign instruction to
minimize interactions within the 6-feet
zone. Staff will wipe down high touch
areas during transitions and between
use of shared materials using Purell
Surface Sanitization Wipes.
Closure Protocols: If a student or staff
member tests positive for COVID-19,
trained staff will lead contact tracing.
All close contacts of will be sent home
to quarantine for 14 days. At the
elementary level, if two people in a
class group test positive for COVID-19
within a two-week period, the group
will quarantine at home and return to
remote instruction for two weeks. We
will consult Public Health to determine
if an entire school needs to be closed
for 14 days.
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MITIGATING RISK
IN OUR BUILDINGS
Teams of district and building leaders have worked with teachers
and parents to develop detailed plans for our return to buildings.

Contact Tracing: Contact tracing
involves finding out who was within 6feet of the person who has COVID-19
for more than 15 minutes. School
nurses and other district staff have
been trained in contact tracing. If a
child is identified as being exposed to
a positive COVID-19 case during the
infectious period, they must
quarantine at home for 14 days.
Hallways and Stairways: Hallways and
stairways are marked with one-way
arrows to control flow of foot traffic
and bell times have been staggered to
limit the number of students in
hallways at any given time. Posters
have been hung to reinforce hand
washing, physical distancing, and face
coverings. Hand sanitizer stations
have been installed throughout
buildings. Drinking fountains have
been covered and disabled.

Hand washing: Students and staff will
be required to wash or sanitize hands
upon entering the building and will be
asked to wash and/or sanitize hands
frequently throughout the day.
Health screening: Students and staff
must complete a health check each
morning to attest they have no
symptoms of COVID-19 or contacts with
people who have tested positive for
COVID-19 (paper copies are available if
needed; the Health Check website is
available in multiple languages). Staff
will also perform a visual check to look
for signs and symptoms of COVID-19. If
a student or staff member exhibits any
COVID-19-like symptoms, they will be
asked to stay home. Teachers will take
the temperature of students at the
classroom door. A wellness room
(isolation space) will be available for
students who experience symptoms
at school while they await pick up.
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MITIGATING RISK
IN OUR BUILDINGS
Teams of district and building leaders have worked with teachers
and parents to develop detailed plans for our return to buildings.
Lockers: Locker use will be suspended
for the 2020 – 2021 school year.
Masks/Face Coverings: By order of the
state of Washington, face coverings are
required in all public indoor spaces
and outdoors when people cannot
remain 6 feet apart. Educators will
build in time for safe breaks.
Sanitation: We have implemented
enhanced daily sanitization of high
touch areas such as door handles,
faucets, and railings. We are providing
hand sanitizer stations throughout the
school. In the event of an active
COVID-19 case in one of our buildings,
we will utilize electrostatic sprayers
for deeper cleaning. (Electrostatic
spray uses a solution that is combined
with air and atomized by an electrode
inside the sprayer. The spray contains
positively charged particles that are
able to aggressively adhere to surfaces
and objects.)

Staff Leads & Response Teams: Each
school has staff designated as leads to
promote the health and safety of
students. Leads will be responsible for
overall coordination of health and
safety, health screenings, infection
control, isolation (if necessary), health
check follow-up, family contact, and
monitoring student engagement data.
Ventilation: The flow of fresh air will
be maximized throughout every
building. In our older buildings,
ventilation systems have been replaced
and upgraded.
Visitors: Visitors are limited to those
deemed critical. Parents and guardians
are not permitted on campus during inperson learning. Drop-off of items is
limited to critical items only, such as
medication. Drop-off of items deemed
non-critical are prohibited (instruments,
homework, projects, etc.).
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ENHANCEMENTS TO
REMOTE FOR ALL GRADES
OUR GOALS
Since March, our goal has been to provide all students an excellent
education regardless of whether they are in-person or remote. To
support the experience of all students, we have implemented a series
of enhancements to ensure the remote learning experience is as
rewarding as possible.
UPDATES TO THE REMOTE EXPERIENCE
More small group and 1:1 instruction
More instructional time on Wednesdays
Increased support for social-emotional health
Adjustments to grading practices
MONITORING CONDITIONS
We are constantly monitoring public health conditions and are in
daily contact with local and state health officials. Our goal is to bring
as many students as possible back into buildings this school year.
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HELP AND SUPPORT
To address a concern, start closest to the situation with the person
who has the most information. If additional people are needed to
reach a resolution, move along the chain of communication.

Teacher/Staff Member
Assistant Principal / Principal

Principal/Assistant Principal

Executive Director of Schools
Deputy Superintendent
Superintendent
Board of Directors
We recommend first talking with the teacher or staff member closest to
the concern to promote direct and open conversation so problems can
be resolved quickly and respectfully.

WHERE CAN I FIND...
FAMILY RESOURCES
How We Can Help

Who to Call

Contact Info

Technology Questions

Tech Support

(425) 456-4321
parenthelp@bsd405.org
studenthelp@bsd405.org

Basic Needs

Family Connection Centers
(English and Spanish)

Lake Hills Elem (425) 456-5331
Stevenson Elem (425) 456-6018

Mental Health Services

Counseling Hotline

(425) 456-4445

(425) 456-4000
pubinfo@bsd405.org

General Information

Please visit our district FAQ page for additional information.
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PRINCIPAL
COFFEES
Principals will continue to host
virtual parent coffee sessions
monthly to share information and
seek feedback. These sessions are
recorded for those unable to attend.

FEEDBACK LOOPS
BSD has implemented additional
feedback loops to hear from students,
staff, and families. Through surveys,
focus groups, and one-on-one
outreach, BSD staff is seeking feedback
on what is working and acting on
suggestions for improvement.

LET'S TALK
BSD’s “Let’s Talk” customer service
tool is always available for families to
submit questions and concerns for
school staff to respond to in a timely
manner.
In addition, we continue to utilize our
website, email, phone calls, text,
social media, and our Family
Connection Centers to share
information with families. We will
continue to translate communications
into Mandarin and Spanish.

TWO-WAY
COMMUNICATION
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WE ALL PROTECT
EACH OTHER
Getting through this pandemic is hard.
As we await wide distribution of the
vaccine, we must remain vigilant about
protecting our own and one another’s
health. We are almost there.
Please continue to wear a mask or face
covering, maintain physical distance,
and hand wash frequently.
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"THIS TIME
CALLS FOR
GRACE AND
GRATITUDE."
IVAN DURAN, SUPERINTENDENT

