Learning Resources for Students and Families

Fall 2021

Bellevue News
Welcome Back to School
The Teaching and Learning department is excited to have
students back in school and we wanted to share information that is happening in different areas of our group.
We plan to share updates throughout the year so that families hear
about the exciting things that are happening in the Bellevue School
District.

Math
The Bellevue School Districts
Math Adoption Committee voted
to implement Illustrative Mathematics for experimental use for
the 2021-22 school year, in
grades K-7. Our elementary core
math curriculum will be delivered in the LearnZillion Platform. Grades 6
& 7 will be delivered in the Desmos platform. More information on our
new elementary mathematics curriculum can be found in the Parent
Grade Level OneNote (links below).
Kindergarten, 1st Grade, 2nd Grade, 3rd Grade, 4th Grade, 5th Grade
Would you like to provide feedback on our new core math resource?
p12mathupdate@bsd405.org
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Special points of interest
• Illustrative Math is being used
in all our k-7 classrooms
• WIDA is our new Framework to
support multi language learners
• Social Emotional Learning survey will happen Nov 1-17

WIDA– Multi-Language Learners
Bellevue is transitioning from ELPA21 English Language Proficiency Standards to WIDA English Language Development
Standards Framework. Here is a link to an article that has a
good explanation for this change.
Within Illustrative Math are Math Language Routines (MLR's) that
are necessary for all students BUT essential for multilingual students. Here is a full description of the 8 MLR's.

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the
world.” - Nelson Mandela

Science
Health Education
Sexual Health Preview
night was Sept. 14. You
can view the presentation on the BSD website;
click here. By law, students must receive a
comprehensive sexual
health education or opt
out 25+ days in advance.
For questions, contact
your teacher.
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Many high school Chemistry courses are piloting new instructional materials that more closely align with the Next Generation
Science Standards (parent guide in English, parent guide in Spanish). Students will be engaging in the activities of science and
engineering. They will think critically, analyze information and
solve complex problems. The pilot classrooms will give feedback
to the adoption committee and the adoption committee will
make a recommendation for adoption by early spring.

Social Studies
We are thrilled to share with our BSD community about a new
third grade social studies unit that engages students in a real, local
issue, provides opportunities for civic engagement and, at its
heart, develops cultural competence; exemplifying our BSD Goal
3, Creators of our Future World. Beginning in October 2021, our
grade 3 students will learn about the Snoqualmie Tribe’s unbroken relationship and stewardship of the kokanee salmon and their
habitat around Lake Sammamish. In this inquiry-based and integrated social studies, literacy and science unit, students will examine the causes contributing to the decline of the native kokanee
and prepare to take civic action by studying the stewardship and
restoration actions led by the Snoqualmie Tribe since time immemorial and their collaborators, the Kokanee Work Group.

Literacy @ Secondary
Classrooms:

CTE students in action

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
Many of our elementary classrooms have been creating classroom charters. These charters highlight desired feelings of the
classroom community. This visual represents some of our current elementary charter words. Here's to a year where everyone feels respected, included, happy and safe!

Did you know that families can make charters too? The
"Creating a Family Charter" document can support you in the
process.

In Bellevue, we are
working to ensure secondary students receive support in literacy beyond the English
Language Arts classroom. Over forty
teachers, representing
a variety of subject areas, are participating in
learning the Reading
Apprenticeship approach to reading instruction that helps
students develop the
knowledge, strategies,
and dispositions they
need to become more
powerful readers. Students must learn to
read like a scientist,
historian, or mathematician to help them
deeply understand
content in each of their
subject areas and to
engage in authentic
academic conversations. Reading Apprenticeship supports
teachers learning while
boosting literacy, engagement, and
achievement in the
classroom.
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World Language
Many teachers are piloting Spanish 1a-3 Instructional Materials
that focus on student
voice and perspectives.

Technology
We are excited students now have multiple options to view their
Teams assignments in both lists
and calendar views. Students
can filter by course as well. Students now have multiple options for viewing upcoming
work that works best for them.

The two pilot texts are
Entreculturas by Wayside Publishing and
Nuestra Historia by Voces Digital.
Are you a high school
student who speaks,
reads and writes a language other than English at home? Consider
taking the World Language Competency
Credits (WLCC) Test.
Find out more
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ParentVUE now contains STAR scores which help measure progress in Literacy and Math in the "Test History" tab. Please see
this guide to understand the scores. (GET FROM Naomi). If you
are need support
logging to
ParentVUE
please see our
website.

Elementary Literacy
During the last two years over half the elementary schools
have received new books to enhance classroom library collections. These titles were selected to help students see themselves in books, and to learn from the experiences of others in
books that represent a diversity of characters, settings, and
stories. This year classes at the remaining eight schools will receive books. Thank you to the Bellevue Schools Foundation for
supporting this purchase!
Physical Education—Health and safety guidelines are a priority during physical activity. Masks are to be
worn at all times during PE class. If students need a mask break, they may go outside at least 6 feet
away from classmates to take a quick break. Equipment will be sanitized thoroughly at the end of each
day. Schools will have their own procedures around changing for PE and locker room use. Please refer
to the PE teachers in your building with questions.

Career Technical Education (CTE)
Check your email for the monthly CTE Spotlight Newsletter from Marilyn Henselman, Director
of CTE Programs
New this year! CTE Career Talks Wednesdays 1:30-2:30 p.m. via MS Teams
See your high school's College and Career Center website for recorded sessions, live session
links, and monthly guest presenters:
Bellevue High School
Interlake High School
Newport High School
Sammamish High School
•
•
•
•
•
•

September: Lights, Cameras, and Jobs--Careers in Visual & Performing Arts
October: Pulse on Health Care -- Careers that save Lies!
November: Careers that Impact our Lives - Digitally
December: Don't be Trashy -- Jobs that Help the Environment
January: Moving Forward in Transportation
New this year! Worksite Learning -- students can earn a paycheck and high school credit at
the same time. If your student has completed one CTE class, is working and earning a
paycheck, they can also earn additional high school
credits. Contact the Worksite Learning Coordinator at
your high school:
Bellevue High School -- Tammi Riggers
Interlake High School -- Lasinnda Thoreson
Newport High School -- Melissa Baker
Sammamish High School -- Weston Heuker
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Learning Resources for Students and Families
Access the comprehensive
list of the available instructional applications
(PDF) that teachers use as
learning resources to guide,
support and enhance student learning. Full student
access to most of the resources requires a Bellevue
School District student login
and password. If your student has difficulty accessing
assigned classroom resources, please contact
your student’s teacher and/
or studenthelp@bsd405.org
. Please contact our Educational Technology department
at educationaltechnology@
bsd405.org, if you have
questions about the instructional applications.

Advanced Learning
•

•

•

Fall in the AL department means supporting our classes with materials and professional learning, ensuring that teachers know the
needs of students in their classes and have the resources to serve
them.
This year we are also working closely with the Bellevue Virtual
Academy to ensure students are receiving services through BSD
teacher differentiation and through placement in grade-above
courses in Edgenuity for Domain Specific areas.
Universal screening for identification is in progress in grades K, 1st,
and 5th, beginning with teacher observations. The application for
grades 2-4 and 6-12 for winter testing is now open.

Early Learning
On October 8th, our
Early Learning Professionals participated in
professional development.

Accessibility Tools to Access Curriculum (PDF)

Our Lead Teachers had an opportunity to…
Collaborate within their school teams, as well as across school
sites.
Begin a co-planning model using their new Creative Curriculum,
Handwriting without Tears, and Second Step.
Explore a new online platform they can use to share lessons and
resources across schools and classrooms.
Receive required trainings for licensing purposes.
Connect with their Site Supervisor cohorts (this type of huddle will

